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— Pn about the tremendous influence the decon- 

super-hero E b — Watchmen has had on the world of 
ing this volume. Sin he 6 probably least of all to someone hold- 
become conspicuo dy * series first began in 1986, comics have 
above all, more Час 5 arker, grittier, more socially conscious, ond 
heroes' human Зона bs much time is now spent exploring super 
sexual) as their extra 1 е they physical, psychological, moral, or 
plicated personal | ordinary powers, and the vagaries of their com- 
ies оваа АТА оны for space on the page with their bat- 
bdo p olical villains. Super heroes are now more fully 
responsibility for — their worlds, and are expected to take 
Е. been forced Ч m E 

e rea i 
ыты цан тіс that the impact of Watchmen has 
of the world of was undaries, breaking through to the rorified air 
Jack Kirby Award f EE > эр of winning the comics industry's 1987 
gornered laurels a or Bes! Writer/Artist Combination, Watchmen has 
ing a Hugo Leased in и dreamed of by other graphic novels, includ- 
and an honored № E mcer Ihe special category “Other Forms“) 
English-Language Novel on Time Magazine's 2005 list of “100 Best 
supreme — h oves From 1923 To The Present.” The weight of this 
boob wt ^ not been lost on director Zack Snyder. "The cool 
Pica st Rapid Snyder says, "was that it was instantly viewed 

ic, as a work of literature that was beyond its own genre." 


“А MASTERPIECE." – TIME MAGAZINE 


ason for this mountain of critical acclaim for 
lous marriage of prose and art achieved by 
t Dave Gibbons. The artwork in virtually 


every panel is as richly delailed and multilayered as the plot, ће dia. 
logue, and Ihe characters. This 15 not a book you absorb in one read, 
or even two. Even after several revisits, some small image or symbol 

limpsed splash of graffiti, an almosthidden 


_ whether it is а half-g | 
pyramid, or а subtly formed smiley face — will leap off the page to 
imbue the scene with that much greater depth of meaning. 


The artwork conjures up ап America of an alternate 1985 па 
way words alone could not. It takes us into а world that is at the same 
lime familiar and unsettlingly alien, but always very, very real. 
Everywhere аге ће artifacts of this society – Ihe detritus of its near. 
apocalyptic pop culture – peeking out а! us from the corners of every 
frame. Gibbons and colorist John Higgins accentuated this unique 
world by eschewing severol conventions common lo comic books of 
ће time. There аге, for example, no motion lines to denote action, 
and no onomotopoeic sound effects. Most noteworthy, however, is 
of the primary color palette, which was so 
prevalent in Golden Age comics. Instead of bright blues and reds, we 
encounter more often a landscape full of purples, greens, yellows, 
pinks, browns, and oranges. (The obvious exception is Dr. 
Manhattan, the only hero with real superpowers, whose cerulean hue 
clearly marks him as being disconnected Кот the rest of society.) 


Perhaps Ihe main re 


Watchmen is Ihe melicu 
writer Alan Moore and artis 


Не conscious avoidance 











Left: Artist Dave С; 
Above: Zack Snyder and Dave G 
Opposite: Detail f, 
Сотіс-Соп in San 
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When Snyder set out to bring Watchmen to the big screen he feli 
very strongly about respecting the visual style of the graphic novel and 
handling it as nearly sacrosanct. “| always say treat Watchmen like an 
illuminated text, like it was written 2000 years ago," explains Snyder. 
"And that's how you should address the design." That message was 
heard and taken onboard by every member of the crew. Execulive 
producer Herb Gains recalls, "Zack emphasized to everybody before 
they were hired the importance of being true to the novel and having 
that as a template, and as a bible, and as a point of reference." Не 
goes on to explain, "Normally on films, you're doing all kinds of 
research and you're referencing all kinds of things... you're taking litle 
bits and pieces of many different things and creating your world. But 
on this particularly, there was really one main reference.” 








siang iua o hé novel” included utilizing the secondary color poles 
e 


wherever possible _ on sets, costumes, vehicles, set dressing, and Кор; 
| oner Alex McDowell, а veteran of such diverse Prod 
Production designe Minority Report, and Tim Burton’s Corpse B luc- 
ions as Fight C ^ ed what he calls the original artists’ “sub ride, 
wholeheartedly embrac anál ie Book ddala’ ， SUDversive 

“аа” The twisting of the traditiona comic boo palette ји «ок, 
thing. the entire Watchmen series into an incredibly strikinglooking ам. 
Б le had not seen those juxtapositions of calor 4 
age, because go 7 ed right into what McDowell —— 
This aesthetic choice play -— н БОЛЬ was trying fo 
achieve with his production design. e ya ains, à f. а controlled 
color palette is a great device іп arene * | Сүй that thing for 
he audience that is the equivalent von c idi ae As Soon 
as you enter the film space, the — мале ю buy into the 
parallel nature of this world as opposed to чи ee | 

"The thing people would always say about Watchmen is it’s the 
unfilmable graphic novel because it 550 dense. When you look at it, jt 
looks like a phone book. But the story itself is pretty simple,” says Snyder 
The way Snyder and his crew went about achieving that density on the 
screen, without overcomplicating the narrative, was lo maintain the 
same high degree of visual detail as the graphic novel. "One of the 
things that's great about working with Zack is that he 15 as fanatically 
interested in the fine detail and in finding the Easter eggs in all those 
implanted clues in the graphic novel, and pulling them out and layering 
them into the film,” says McDowell. "Is going to be necessary to watch 
she film five, six, seven, or eight times to get all the depth." 

The entire art department collaborated on rummaging through the 
graphic novel to grab visual elements that could be used to enhance 
each scene. Snyder recalls, "They did an amazing job, and it ended up 
being part of the thing that makes it such a complete world... Everyone 
loved it, and everyone approached it the same way, That's in the book. 
We need to make that.'” The fine details run ће gamut from the bottle 
of Veidt hair spray Rorschach uses as а flamethrower on the SWAT 
team, to Nite Owl's autographed photo of the Twilight Lady. Sharp-eyed 
viewers should also be prepared to spot the fourlegged chicken when 
Dan and Laurie dine at Rafael's (a sign of Dr. Manhattan's progressive 
effect on genetic engineering]. 

Finally, the filmmakers realized that within the book all action takes 
place within locations that are clearly delineated and instantly recog- 
nizable. The main characters, likewise, are sharply differentiated in 
terms of looks, build, posture, and manner of dress. In other words, the 
artists used very little of the generic when laying out the visual narro- 
tive. Understanding this relatively simple fact proved crucial to filming a 
story that spans almost fifty years and two planets. McDowell explains 
il from the perspective of design: "This film is interesting because the 
environments really have to represent the characters iconically 
because you are in this very complex, fluid time stream back and forth 





You need something to ground you when you cut back to something 
that's 1970 or 77 or '85." The surroundings are always unambiguous 
and there is no confusion when we flicker up and down the timeline, 
from Gila Flats in 1959, to the Minutemen headquarters in 1940, or to 
Laurie and Dr. Manhattan's apartment at Rockefeller Military Research 
Center in 1985. 

All of these elements would contribute to creating an indefinable 
feeling that several crewmembers have described as "Watchmeny." 
But would they be enough on their own? The question remained as to 
how these elements would be combined, and what approach would 


be taken to put them on the screen. 

Early on, internet rumors abounded that Watchmen would be a 
highly stylized film, heavily wrapped in computer-generated back- 
grounds, much like Sin City or Snyder's own 2007 smash hit 300. 
What all of those cyberspace voices seemed to have forgotten was a 
central pillar of the original graphic novel. While it is true that the 
work is a deconstructionist satire of imperfect super heroes, un- 
checked power, and modern society, in order for any film based on 
all that to have the fullest impact possible, it is vitally important that 
ће world projected feels absolutely real to the audience. 


Above: Storyboards 


by Zack Snyder 
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| | Snyder explains that despite "the satirical nature of the piece, it 
| | never lets you off the hook... It never winks at the camera. № prob: 
х lems are real to it." From this he quickly realized, although both were 

dm" SAN graphic novels, Watchmen required an entirely different sort ор” 
| š graphic sensibility from 300. “Pretty much Кот the start,” he contin- 

^ , 1 4 Е} мез, "it felt like a physical movie." 
| 2 75 8 ~ Э ~ бпудег got enthusiastic nods of assent about this key aesthetic 
| ~*~ from MeDowell, costume designer Michael Wilkinson, and director 
| | of photography Larry Fong. "You can't stylize the form language in 
the way of the graphic novel," says McDowell. "You have to embed 
these sharacters in this real world and make them real. As a result, 
х | you're rot doing what a eonventional super-hero comic book movie 
( ` mighf do, which is toypushevegything into fantasy. We're really try- 
ing to ground them in reality." 
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Concept art for 

Rorschach's entry into 
prison life, along with 
the finished shot from 


the film (above). 
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Reactor Elevation 2 


Scale: 1/8" = 1'-0" 
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Naturally, any film that features an enormous clockwork glass palace 
floating across the surface of Mars and a 200-foot blue man-god strid. 
ing through the jungles of Vietnam is going to rely at least somewhat on 
СС! to tell its story. Visitors to any of the shooting locations in and 
around Vancouver, British Columbia, however, would have been far 
more likely to hear the sounds of nail guns and circular saws than to see 
grips rigging up green screens. Locations would eventually include an 
abandoned paper mill and a lumberyard, transformed by construction 
crews in a matter of months into everything from Dr. Manhattan’s lab, to 
the prison where Rorschach is held, to Hollis Mason's garage. In nearly 
every scene, there would be a concrete, tangible reality in which the 
actors could physically bring their characters to life. 

One of the sources that Snyder drew inspiration from, for both 
environments and filming style, was Martin Scorsese's classic 1976 
film of vigilant ісе on the streets of New York City, Taxi Driver. 

"n BER g, we started talking about how 

onto the screen," recalls 
ery early conversations. 
stylized film, 
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Stage Set for Genocide 


Py WILLIAM BALL 


Текес Pub је 


The US and 
the 


WASHINGTON 
ініме бал a quick response 19 
Мачја! action tinting pilares 
ча ж. The Учи House сай 
а Press Conference with Presi 
Nixon жін еміне tle modia of 
question of mill tery retalixtien 1 
growing number el позора en the 
Afghanistan Pakistan border The 
ares know as ihe Frontier is a 
lawless stronghold of terrorisme Lhat 
с мун be tolerated. London backed 
Pr lem Nixon In his resolve to 
кеті troops 10 the region and urged | 
the Kuropsan powers lo «Нож 
sedi chert (у in dealing with th» Кым! 
government. Relations with Russia 
were further complicated when the 
Pakistan gevecnment de ям 
sippar was іні! фа? ameny the 
military Generals who kave lofhuence 
au he Tribal Leaders of Ше region 





















Laminas Stronghoki of Terrorism 


AThe US and Dritam agreed that 
Иму would net male сонсон гт to 
the Saviets but they were split badly 
over the question of punishment 
The US je Armand that | 
hare escaped retribution 
and are seeking firm er action in he 
way of contes arm Lot on wai lene 
| wit انه‎ perhaps Lorcomeve ihep hove 
а mich longer food lerm геа lomatuigı 
with the Soviet Regime Another | 
лале із (іт fragile state of the 
Afghaniszan «economic problema д» 
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The mayor of New York City, | 
jolned by seme council members. 
Yerterday announced Uw formation | 
eta commindon La find cut why the 
hell eweryhedy is working ss hard 
on (ше movie The mayer al New 
Vork City. jelined Бу same council 
members, yesterday anosunced ihe 
Поща en of à commission te find 
out why the hell everybody i» 

king за hard on the vie | 
The study и Шм ішіміз af the 
mayor who many believe іс have 
surong Usa te business. The mayer 
of New Vork City, јелен ћу som 
council members 
announced the lecmallon of a 
Commando tà find aut why the ball 
everybody ها‎ working so hard on ihis 
m. The mayor о! Ne w York City 
Joined hy seme council metabera, 
yesterday announced the formaton 
of a commission te Mind out ree 
hell everybody ік working so 
on this movie, The mayer of New 
York City, Joined by some council 

announced the 
formation of a commlesiou Lo find 
out why the hell everybody is 
working во hard en movie. 

The study № йн ve ofthe 
mayor who many believe ta have 
strong tee (o businens, The mayer 
of New York City, 161064 by some 
council members, yesterday 
aunoanced the formation of a 
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LL реак te (h< Congress Пе 
following day 
Senior US пе Невпев satan 
пина Un Ноу! #1 1060р 
movement has been building for 
тезі» with tanks ул!!! in the 
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The Kremlin 
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temen 
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гер 
denouncing any involv 
а!їлїга of the Afghanistan 
gov ernie end 

Kruschew наз not hee men tit 
the public «ye for quiet seme lime 
м mulis rumored in be ге 
from a bout of alcoholism ін his 
hucha in Ue southern Ger ба woods 
of the Пиаве Таз las made 
mention In the Soviet papers of the 
escalation of Gnd ans | rno] d 
10 take Мю мі Nixon a worsening 
Image among nhe voters aver the 
economic decline now рату the 
US economy US patie 
be Aiding Le wear then, Ala he 
of the Senate Foreign Relatos 
Committee Secretary of Sw», Henry 
Kissinger called on the Kremlin 19 
“ріне” 


"They Have Done Every thing То 
Miviead Us” 


Administration officials would 
nel raves) what ihe nent step ia 





ant In the 
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Кіміогег Informed the President M | 


` State to Widen Role of 


about midday that thers тіли he a 
posahla intercept ef a convoy The 
ries of any engagement would be 
حك‎ cum d bet weer Кити ond the 
President and the roles laid ont in 
principle te Mie move and provided 
“ona or two elements of pul tace on 
the concept were agreed upon” the 
stiusion could proceed By that 
Kissinger [aspi ed Ut apparently US 
intervention by terre may be applied 

“They have 4406 everything to 
ви edd um abora Чи location of им 


| troope and the intantion of the bod d 


The бол decision wil] гем with 
the President when the Presidential 
party return ta Washington abeard 
Alt Force One next Tuesday 

The Afghanistan dipian 
abruptly |+ В à май сен of the 
upcoming Geneva summit and 
ertet ed ийг private discussiones with 
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Judge т Picking Jury 


Бү RONEET К. STEVENS 
Л 
ALUANY - Legislative leaders 
һаҡ» agreed Of a mear е to permit 
jagen іс Lake over the main rale in 
| questioning prospective jurora in | 
new York courte The mamure would 
мие cuccent law (9 curb a power 
| long cherie 4 by lawyers id wau 
| pot into effect à жума м ihat Wallace 
Семе Ube siste 14416 has urged 
| The measure would net exclude 
Lawyers from questioning. rather it 
| put ай judges іш change al the 
| questioning and encourage them із 
| eireamecribe the lawyers role 
Legislative leaders have agreed 
| an a mearure to permit judges to 














‚Major Holdings in Tudor City: 


Are Being Sold 


ћу LEON BUCKLEY 
Naini w The Bee Tet ati 


MANHATTAN - The гем estado 
entreprenenns Harry D. Helmet anit 
Artie Schwartz has sighed an 
انرفس ارد‎ Lo sell thair (жайын 
propertion in Tudor Сі) en the Кам 
Side of Manhattan for an аве | ст 
price of two buyers wha said they 
were considering couverting the 
apartments into cooperatives 


Agreement te Hell 
The sale involves € of 13 large 
apa meni buildings in Tudor City, 1 
brewnstones arxi 118 band інін the 





The 







under Ше 2 parke in the complex 
Prasiration Cited 


For many years ihe efforts by | 
Ме Helmer and Mr. Schwartz to bald 
эрага ни Lo wer» en Ша ten parks | 
Шеу ами ін Tudor City have been 
frustrated by (залез. city ayencie 
and cour The real «sia 
enitrepermeurs Пасгу B. Helmer and 
Artie Schwartz has signed an 
agreement Lo sell thelr remalping | 
properties in Tuder City on the Кы | 
Side of Malian Гос a хийж hund | 
price of twa buyers whe said they 
were considering eanverting the | 
ормчвета inte Cooperatives. 

Тін sals involves 6 0113 large 
apartment айг» m Tudor Сау. 4 
browesdoues and the Land ander the 
2 parks in the complex Por mamy 

the «Попа hy Mr Helmer and 

г Schwartz to build apartment 
towers en Ци two parks еэ own in 
Tudor City have been (rastrated hy 
tenanta, city agencies and courts. 

The real estaño enicepreneurs 
Marry D. Helmar and Artie Schwartz 
—— peer 

иу 
00 the Kant Side of Manhattan for an 
undisclosed price of two buy үгэ who 
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Much of ће insight Taxi Driver provided was in terms of camera 
angles and lighting cues to achieve a raw, natural look, but it also pro- 
vided reference for a city that has seen better days. "Rundown" and 
"seedy" became virtues to be emulated. "The balance is when you 
have an all-purple building - how does it stop looking like a comic 
book building?" asks McDowell. “We've done that with a very consid- 
ered history of aging and layering." The result was a very tattered and 
dog-eared New York, steeped in the Watchmen aesthetic, but familiar 
enough to be entirely believable and even slightly disturbing. 

The acid test came when со-сгеаюг Gibbons was scheduled to take 
a tour of the sets. "When Dave arrived," recalls Snyder, “| think we all 
were a bit afraid, and excited at the same time, because... you never 
know." But writing about that visit to the set, Gibbons sounds more than 
pleased with the way his work has been translated: "I'm overwhelmed 
by the depth and detail of what I'm seeing. But more than that. I’m over- 
whelmed by the commitment, the passion, the palpable desire to do this 
right. I'm starting to feel a glow that eclipses even Dr. Мапћанап 5..." 

Snyder admits he found Gibbon's enthusiastic reaction reassuring. 


Previous spread: Over "You could show it to a fan boy, and he just says, 'Yeah, those are 
four decades of cool statues,' or, Те Owlship looks awesome.’ But it's another thing 
newspaper headlines. entirely when the creator of that thing sees it and goes, ‘Wow. You 

guys loved that, didn't you? It shows.’ | don't think I'll get that expe- 
Above: The Comedian's rience again." He continues, “1 feel like we're trying to push all the 
.45. design to the very edge... So, maybe when we make our pictures, 
Right: Hollis Mason's they're going to be something you've never seen. And | think that's a 
living room. reason to go to the movies." 
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through 6 conceptual phase where you start illustrating the fag ји 多 
world. Then you have а design phase where уои start locking down he 
structure,” production designer Alex McDowell explains. e 
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Still, that left them a significant degree of я 
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Ozymandias's costume have? What size and shape should * 
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— the shot-by-shot storyboards drawn up by Zack 

The entire art department found the boards added a refreshing trans- 
parency to the creative process that fostered both freedom con leam- 
work. “I've never worked with a director who's drawn the entire movie 
from beginning to end, and that speaks to his clarity of vision. We mov 
forward with decisions that are being driven by the narrative and W 
Zack's boards and by the graphic novel, and Zack has almost нне 
said, “Чо, I'm seeing it differently,’ It’s а really great, symbiotic, collab- 
oralive way of working," McDowell says. | | 

"[Snyder's] drawings are simple, but they're full of detail. They're 
drawn quickly, but they're very specific,” McDowell points out The 4 
quickly realized that there was reasoning behind every little facet 5 dor 
had included іп these rough sketches. "When they hinge a door Кач i 
set, they should hinge it the way it's drawn. It should open this ve а Чи 
that way, ‘cause when it opens, it exposes а thing,” Snyder bon 
“It's a house of cards, you know? If you take one thing out — * 
ће scene doesn't work." | 


ЕПА 


The storyboards were also a crucial reference for the main Ме 
sequence, a montage of how the history of the 20th Century might have 
flowed if masked heroes had really existed. Although panels and dia- 


logue Кот the graphic novel inspired some of the shots in the sequence, 
many = such as the bomber Miss Jupiter dropping the A-bomb on 
Hiroshima, or Dr. Manhattan being present at the Apollo moon landing 
- were entirely new imaginings of events in the Watchmen world and 
needed to be carefully thought out. 

Along with the storyboards, reference images, and pages from the 
novel, when the concept illustrations and location photos began rolling 
in, they were posted in a conference space at the production offices 
dubbed the "War Room." It served as a forum where the crew as a 
whole could view the art and talk about the film. McDowell explains, 
"I's really a vital part of how we planned the film, so that we could get 
the graphic novel layers... Almost in every set we have a frame or sev- 
eral frames from the graphic novel." He adds, “It's an organic expres- 
sion of the development of the visual language for the film - probably to 
a larger extent than I’ve ever done on a film." 
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Above: The cast reads through the « ript in the "War Room.' 


O site: Concepts for Dr. Manhattan transformina a missile into leaves, along with the finished 
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David Finch's versions of 
(left to right) ће 
Owlship, Silk Spectre ІІ, 
and Ozymandios. 









Adam Hughes’ sketches of (left to right) Nite Owl II, Silk Spectre 
|, the Comedian, and Ozymandias. 
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As well as Snyder's 
drawings, the story- 
boards include 

relevant panels from 


the graphic novel. 

















This spread: Artist Dave Gibbons and 
original Watchmen colorist John 
Higgins give us a taste of what the 
graphic novel's climax might have 
looked like if Adrian Veidt had followed 
the film's script. These new "pages" 
were drawn at Zack Snyder's request 
during pre-production, to ensure that the 
film's reimagined ending nevertheless 
drew from an authentic source. Just as 
he did for the original series, Gibbons 
drew thumbnail sketches of each page 
before moving on to ће fullsize art. 


Next spread: After filming had been 
completed, Gibbons also drew new 
illustrations of some key shots from the 
film, for marketing and licensing pur- 
poses. (Colors again by John Higgins.) 
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Previous spread: 
Cleaning up after the 
Comedian's fall. 


This spread: Original 


members of ће 


Minutemen, the 
Comedian (opposite) 
and Nite Owl | (above 
and left) take down 
crooks during the 


historical montage. 
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Above: А pin-up of Sally Jupiter 
in the Vargas style by artist 
James Jean. 
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posing Юг a war bond poster f : 


Бу "Normal" Rockwell. 
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This spread: Sally Jupiter, AKA Silk Spectre |, lends her beauty and brawn to the war effort in deleted scenes intended for the 


nr crom 


е-е creon sequence 


Next spread: Concept for the original “Watchmen” meeting. Next spread opposite: The Minutemen, 1940 (left to right): 
7 Apollonia Vanova), Mothman (Niall Matter), Dollar Bill (Dan Payne], Nite Owl I (Clint Carleton), Captain Metropolis 


ene ) 


Comedian (Jeffrey Dean Morgan, kneeling), Silk Spectre | (Сапа Gugino), Hooded Justice (Glenn Ennis). 
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Above: Dollar Bill learns too late the disadvantages of a cape. 


Below: Mothman loses it. 
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Opposite: Concepts for the Comedian single-handedly raising the flag on Mt. Suribachi; 
ilhouette celebrating VJ Day; Einstein weeping over footage of the atom bomb: 
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Walter Kovacs confronted with his mother's line of work. 
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Above and below: Pregnant with Laurie, Sally 
Jupiter has one last supper with the gang 
Concept work By artist Dan Milligan, 
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One smoll step for Dr. 
Manhattan, one giant 


leap for mankind. 
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This spread: Concepts and elements for digitally 
constructing Mars and Dr. Manhattan's clockwork 
glass palace. 


Next spread: The palace rises from the surface of 
the red planet, from wireframe to final shot. 
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Stages in the digital modeling for Bubastis, Adrian 


Veid!'s genetically altered lynx, rendered by creature и 
designer Neville Page 











Concep! of ће Owlship approaching Veidr's Antorctic retreat, Karnak 
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піке several recent film adaplations ôf graphic ¡novels, the 
majority of Watchmen was shot on physical sets with little or no 
pile the numerous” locations and 
environments demanded by the decades-spanning story, "the bulk of 
the film is solid, old-fashioned. construction. It's what we call “build 
heavy, ” explains award-winning production designer. Alex McDowell. 
But how to go about constructing a 1985 thot never existed? Step 
one was а full immersion in the original work. "Everyone on my crew — 
the painters, the artists, the graphic designers, the prop masters = they've 
all taken а huge amount of time studying. the graphic novel," says 
McDowell. "It's definitely a kind of mix of looking at real location refef- 
ences from the time, and then adding in this layer that the graphic novel 
frames.” 
One of the major locations heavily altered by construction crews Was 
a recently abandoned Domtar paper mill, a site originally desired 
because its tremendous ceiling height was spacious enough to house Dr. 
Manhattan's lab and the incongruously lavish living quarters he shares 
with Laurie. The designers quickly appreciated that it could be used for 





4 Р га Ес ы | 
"Rorschachis”prison as well “Wë couldn't find. а prison locatibn in 


Vancouver with those familiar doúble,, triple, quadruple-story stacked 
prison cells,“ explains McDowell. But because оба big slot in:the con- 
crete floor, they were able to construct Wo foors"ofphysicalprison-cells-- 
- а little cramped; but with plenty of room for a decent riot — while rely- 
ing on poskproduction to add the higher floors digitally. 

Adrian Veidt’s enormous fortress in the Antarctic wastés, Karnak, 
proved to be: ће largest set in the entire film. Тһе main audience hall 
where the climactic fightocaurs was fully constructed on а soundstage. 
| is a mix of "BOs Modern and Ancient Egyptian monumental architec- 
ture, complete with a bank of forty television monitors. Views of the exte- 
гог апа info adjoining passageways were accomplished ма ССІ. 

zBut-perhaps nowhere was this intensive approach to putting the 
graphic novel physically onscreen more fully realized than on the 
sprawling, New York City sets that took shape on a former lumber yard 
outside of Vancouver, British Columbia. "This is really the hub of the 
Watchmen world... It centers around 43rd Street and 6th Avenue... 
Very seedy, very down... but with sour -own Watchmen overtone,’ 





.- 


McDowell explains. "There's nothing here that's background ог generic. 
Everything is directly related to ће story,” | 

This New York City consists of three streets intersecting, each repre- 
senting different parts of the city. Inthe north, Brownstone Street runs east 
to west. Here, Dan Dreiberg tinkers away in his upscale digs and 
dreams of his glory days. (Right across the street is the Saigon Bar, 
where the Comedian shoots the mother of his unborn child оп УУМ 
оу) At the corner we stop at the newsstand where the two Bernies 
stand an eternal watch. Heading south along Porno Street, the garish 
Mocades of the burlesque houses and peep show parlors contrast with the 
rundown tenements across the street — one of which, is where Moloch 
ends his days. A darkened alley yawns to our right, tempting us with the 
entrance to an illegal club or perhaps to a bull session with-Hollis Mason 
in the rooms over his garage, but Knot Tops prowl nearby, Moving оп, 
we reach the financial and fine dining center of Blake Street, also called 
Riot Street, for here Nite Owl and the Comedian descend in the Owlship 
to quell the populace during the Police Strikes of ‘77; it is also where the 
Comedian takes his final bow in ‘85. 





Devotees of the graphic novel will be hard pressed, even on repeated 
viewings, to find any landmarks, signage, or even graffiti scrawls that have 
been left out from the source material. Recalling a visit to the set, artist Dave 
Gibbons writes, "At the corner, a Treasure Island store promises a bounty 
of pulp thrills; down the block, ће Gunga Diner beckons, fully fitted out in 
chrome and purple leather and, over there, the Rumrunner sign looms lurid- 
ly. Even the austere facade of the Institute For Extraspatial Studies can't 
spoil the gaudy fun... Detail piles on dizzying detail." 

Watchmen, however, is not simply about creating a time that never 
was — it's about reflecting on a time that could have been. This required 
constructing a setting that was not only faithful to the vision of the graph- 
ic novel, but also convincing to the uninitiated. “It’s really important for 
us to establish a world that is real to an audience," says McDowell. 
Crucial to obtaining the desired realism was weathering the exteriors to 
give the City that "lived-in" look. "Building by building,” McDowell 
explains, “you go through and you build a layer, let it sit, let it age, let 
the rain hit it for a little while, then come back and do another layer... 
Every layer just makes it closer and closer to the vision." 


Previous spread: 
Rorschach investigates 


Blake's apartment. 





This spread: Dan visits his 


old friend and mentor, 
Hollis Mason, 
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Dr. Manhattan, alone іп his 


apartment at Rockefeller now that 


Laurie has left him, gets ready for 


his television interview. 
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Left: (Left to right): Director Zack Snyder, producer Deborah Snyder, and 
production designer Alex McDowell inspect a model of the New York set 


Opposite: The exterior of Moloch's apartment 
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JOIN IN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST HUNGER 


| july 12, 1984 
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Previous spread: New York sprouted from a lumberyard in British Columbia: 1 | 


This spread: The infinite layers of the Watchmen world. Next spread: The seedier, the better. 
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Left and below: Views of 
Не СС exterior for 
Karnak. 


Next spread: Dr. 
Manhattan has litle 
patience for mortals with 


delusions of grandeur. 
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owever well-built the sets, they need to be furnished, and tha 

means more than just couches. Photographs and other memen. 

toes need to be produced and placed in the scene. The right sorts 
of cars need to be customized and rolled in. Shop signage and adver- 
tisements need to be fabricated and hung. The most interesting prop, 
says property master Jimmy Chow, is one that not only blends in, but one 
"that adds to the story or adds to the character." 

Watchmen, more than most productions, required а razorsharp 
attention to detail when dressing a set. "The characters are very clearly 
defined and separated," explains production designer Alex McDowell. 
^We had to do the same with the environments, whether it's the color 
palette, or the props and set dressings surrounding them. Everything 
about their context and history, we've tried to build in... So, you can get 
all of the clues really embedded in every space." 

The very first character and environment the audience encounters is 
Edward Blake, AKA The Comedian, relaxing in his high-rise apartment 
Although we will grow to know him better after flashbacks throughout the 
film spanning his nearly fifty-year career, “#5 the one time that you get to 
see what Blake would be like in his civilian guise," explains production 
designer Alex McDowell. Blake is a “...violent, sexual character, and we 





ompress that into his glitzy b : : 
A Ñ E сое 2 тэвнэ PA — to bring women back 
; p'ace, herbs, and sex aids... 

Не doesn ! have much taste, and it's very glittery and ostentatious.” 
Adrian Veidt, on the other hand (who calls his alter ego Ozymandias, 
after the Greek name for Rameses Il), sees himself as an heir to the 
philosopher kings of old, setting out to restore the ancient glories of the 
pharaohs and Alexander the Great. His Antarctic refuge of Karnak is 
part laboratory, part bunker, and part museum. “We thought in terms of 
him buying out the Cairo museum and taking these enormous artifacts 
by helicopter to Antarctica," says McDowell. Artisans recreated every- 
thing from giant sculptures down to friezes, weapons, armor, serving 

dishes, and jewelry to adorn his home away from home. 

Veidt's office in his headquarters building also contains many ancient 
artifacts, but most of the dressing served to demonstrate the vast com- 
mercial reach of Veidt Enterprises. There are display cases full of Veidt 
Air jetliner models, bottles of Nostalgia perfume, and of course super- 
hero action figures from the Ozymandias line. There is even a model of 
the building itself prominently on exhibit. 

As well as helping define characters, the set dressing and props in 
the temporally schizophrenic Watchmen also provide visual cues as to 
the year and location depicted in each scene. "We have acres of 
research for each sequence, particularly all these flashback sequences, 
which are just three, four, five second shots, but they have to pinpoint 
the period... | think the story needs that to create the believability of 
what's going on presently,” explains set decorator Jim Ericson. Rather 





than use voiceovers and superimposing dates on the screen, ".. ме have 
created over twenty-eight newspapers of different time periods,” says 
Chow. “Frames, columns, and all of those things — the newspapers are 
completely accurate, so Не camera can go right into certain things and 
the picture can tell where we are.” 

Ericson admits to having reservations about the project before he was 
familiar with the graphic novel. "When | was talking to Alex (McDowell) 
before | started the picture, | said, ‘You know, if you want someone to 
do fantasy, I’m not your person. My specialty is doing something real 
and doing something honest.' And һе says, “Чо, that's where we're 
going, that's what we wanna до." He says that only when filming was 
about to commence did it all click for him. “I got it. Suddenly it all made 
sense," he continues. "Zack was really quite adamant that things feel 
real, and to strike that balance between a comic book panel and reali- 
ty... It’s a strange kind of mix that I’ve never really encountered before.” 

One place where set dressing broke from canon was the choice of 
vehicles. Rather than the bubbleJike electric cars of the graphic novel, 
the film features older models from the '70s and '60s for 1985 New 
York. The reasons for the change were largely story-based. "You don't 
have that many new cars," explains McDowell, "especially in the con- 
text of an imminent nuclear attack, where you're not gonna buy a new 
car.” About a third of these received new paint jobs to fit the Watchman 
palette. Using older cars throughout also provided a contrast with the 
hopeful vibe of the rebuilt New York at the end of the film, when electric 


cars finally do make an appearance. 


Previous spread: 
Rorschach's journal. 


This spread: Rorschach's 
grappling gun. 
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Clockwise from above: A homemade Hooded Justice doll; the remains of Blaire Roche; 
a clipping from The New York Gazette about the capture of Rorschach. 


ALTER KOVACS 


on 
sting 








Above: Helo pilot's helmet from “Nam. Left: The prop cleaver Rorschach "buried" 
in Ihe child murderer's skull. 
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Previous spread: Hollis Mason (Nite 
Owl 1| 5 tel.all biography and his wall 
of accolades. 


This роде above and right: Nite Owl 15 


costume, preserved for posterity. 


Opposite: Several copies of Hollis 


Mason's retirement statuette 
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Previous spread: Hollis Mason's crime-fighting memorabilia (and repair shop sign]. 


Opposite: Sally Jupiter (Silk Spectre |\*5 collection of happy memories from her glory days 
y JUp | РР) 9 ) 
Above and right: A "Tijuana Bible" and a treasured snow-globe 
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This spread: Ozymondias's meticulous map does 


по! impress the Comedian 


Next two spreads: А few of the many period 


newspapers crealed for the film 
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clear messag 
tolerate the Soviet invasion 
activities, Nixon also decided that 
WASHINGTON - Not since 1953 has | the best way to win the Cold War 
the Doomsday Clock been 50 close | was to finally win it. Since then he 
‚ to midnight. The clock is now at 5| has been steadfast at trying to do 59 
Minutes to Mi dni ght asserts The while promoting peace. Critics see 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. | this as the main reason Americans 
The clock conveys how close | and the rest of the world do not trust 
humanity is to catastrophic him more than they do the Soviets. 
destructi on-the figurative midnight- Last year the the dock was at 3 
-and monitors the means humankind Minutes (0 Midnight. Dialogue 
bliterate itself with between the i 

1 ir Bulletin, 


By M. J. GEISTHARDT 


Special to The New York Gazette 


blame the growing te 
the USA and the USS 
four years for w 


stability in 1972, when the clock was reduced 
idnight due 10 the | Then the US began doing research 


Limitation Treaty into developing or purchasing à 
Anti-Ballistic Missile space-based anti-ballistic missile 
i capability. The US was highly 
criticized for completely ignoring the 
arms control agreements mace in 


superiority, the state of the world's previous years. The world over, 
continued to steadily people had been concerned that à 


safety has 

decline. new arms would ensue. 

Now, since 1981, the clock arm Now Nixon has made a symbolic 
effort to dis eace and amicable 


has fluctuated dangerously close to 
5 minutes and 
the clock tick to just return 
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just returned from Geneva where he | The Watchdog Group of Nuclear Scientists has reset the Doomsd 


ork as a scientist". 


PhD. i concerned Ч 


Міп ght because the | | 
Soviet causing | Not much was accomplished. ' 

Am foreign continues to w 
out o mand ore] US Foreign 
— entions for Dr. |. ] 
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President Nixon 13 unwilling to 
discuss, what the world knows to be, 
the biggest threat to the safety and 


GENEVA, SWITZERLAND future of the planet, should it go 
:dent Nixon and Soviet Premier unchecked, then the roots for a 
Mikhail Gorbachev met in Geneva | serious problem grow". 
for three days this week to talk about US Foreign Analyst, Professor 
peace, international diplomatic Blake William PhD. is concemed that 
relations and the arms race. | this Geneva talk has done more harm 
President Nixon called the me eting | than good, "Our President called the 
e to the tense atmosphere summit promising peace talks and 
between the two superpowers and | giving the illusion of transparency. 
the ticking metaphorical Doomsday However, I believe his refusal to 
Clock, which is reportedly at 5 | discuss what the rest of the world 
minutes to midnight. thinks is the most pressing topic, 
In their meeting, Gorbachev and | shows that we are hiding somethin 

his foreign minister demanded to It still seems to early to tell what 
know more about the US's intentions effect the summit has had on the 
for Dr. Manhattan, or what the Soviet leaders. While Americans 
soviets call “the Unfair Advantage” | wait, The White House has declined 
e Living Weapon”. Nixon ‚offers to release: а comment with 

tion | their review of the summit. 

William worries that the longer 
atomically altered scientist who has | The White House declines comment, | 
US in previous wars. the more fear and unrest will show 
«Dr. Manhattan i$ а | UP 0n the streets in America. 
Americans need answers too. Poor 
leadership creates mistrust an 


By WILLIAM BALL 


Special to The New York G azette 
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Statement 


в, Corrupt core of choice will 
Special to The New York Gazette the military monopoly, е U. СК that 
which is the mai have Property in these 
WASHINGT ON с monopoly Support base for countries. The arms will be 
President Nixon Наз ultra-right and fascist | sold to countries where 
responded to the Sovie movements, both here in | U.S. | 
—— 66 Corporations have (һе 


: · | largest holdings. 
Dr. Нада ttan іза се Чет Nixon also The т be sold 
imperialist weapon last | said, "Ог. Man ttan is not | to соц t i 
week, with a televised | part 01 an tries with the most 


Y plan. He reactiona 
public statement. The Operates of his own free трена о пеге. 
statement denounces the | wi 


] j >. Imperialism wants to 
will according to his values am the countries that can 
Soviet claims, defends Dr. 35 an American and as а be used in the aggression 
Manhattan's actions and | scientist." In response to | against North Vietnam, U.S 
calls Russian foreign policy arms 


ills the armaments sales imperialism will sel] 
e pasi ct example of accusation с Bat чаша 


to countries that will use 
Imperialism. = я had по comment other than them against their own 
_ President Nixon said, | to Say, "The USA has working class. 
"Dr. Manhattan only has various 


peace in mind. He was а different countries. Just as | The President Reassures 
physics scientist through | it has for years. Just like | the American People 
and through and has the the rest of the world has, Our President closed 
m Of the betterment To divulge our ally secrets by reassuring the American 

d through peace would be silly," people that, "whatever the 
mind. The The Pentagon and Arms | Soviets say or think, 13 
Dealers are Pushing this 
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By E. J. HORNIG 
Special to The New York Gazette 
MOSCOW — General 
Secretary ог the 
Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union Leonid 
Brezhnev demanded Fri day 
(о а government 


























Dr. Manhattan has been listed 
аз a threat to Soviets. 

















investigation of the Origins 
of Dr. Manhattan in 1950, 
Continued on Page Two, Column $ less than a week after һе 
Зесгесу Policy 
Locksmith and 


Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko declares that his government 
15 very upset over US domination, 
declaring Dr. Manhattan as a secret 
weapon. Diplomatic channels have 
cooled between the super powers. 
The White House has yet to respond. 


McDonald 


reportedly dismissed (ће 
idea by saying it might turn 
into "a political sho w." 
The move by Putin 
seeks to place criticism on 
the US after he had earlier 
ruled out a public probe of 
the super man's origins, 
saying that Russia didn't 
have the money to pursue 
the matter. Russian 
officials have also 
repeatedly cast tho military 
campalgn In Chechnya as 
Part of a war against 
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АТ SCENE 
OF ARREST 


Edgar Jacobi 
АКА, Moloch 
Found Shot Dead 


_— — 


By M. J. GEISTHARDT 
Special to The New York Gazette 


NEW YORK - The body of Edgar 
acobi was discovered in his home 
wring the apprehension of wanted 
imal Joseph Kovacs, also known 
4s Rorschach. Jacobi was shot 
gh the head. 
Walter Joseph Kovacs was 
ested last night when a squadron 
of police officers who surrounded 
the house of Jacobi, following an 
anonymous tip. Kovacs, who was on 
the premises at the time, 
two police officers while resisting 


rrest. 

| When the house was explored, 
the body of Edgar Jacobi was 
1 discovered in the kitchen, shot 
through the head. The murder 
weapon was found less than two feet 
away, and although there were no 
fingerprints on the gun. Police 
believe that this is due to Kovacs' 

wearing gloves. 
Although Kovacs has denied the 
murder of Jacobi, given his previous 
( violence against other 
and his location in the 
use at the time, few other 
possible. 


the two other mur 

him, those of Gerald Anth 
unemployed, in the summer o 

and of wanted multiple rapist Harv 
Charles Furniss two years later in 
the summer of 1977, immediately 
following the passage of the Keene 


int of his arrest, the 
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squadron 0 
Detectives 


w 
with minor burns. 
was shot 


ng gun, has 
roum and is still on the 
hospital's critical list as of this 


writing. 
Een the house was explored. cypher 


the body of Edgar Jacobi was 


discovered in the kitchen, 
he The murder 


away, and al 
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be remembered that since Kovacs 
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Opposite: Walter Joseph Kovacs is arrested. In other news, the Soviet troop 
build-up in Afghanistan continues. 


Above: Rorschach’s diary, open to show his last entry. 
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This and next spread: The Black Freighter comic, featuring the story 
“Marooned,” is brought to life with a cover and splash page drawn by Dave 


Gibbons. The film's art department laid out the Watchmen-world-specific ads 


and the letters page. 
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Ozymandias 


Silk Spectre 


(020001) 


Night Ow] 
(020003) 


(028003) 
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SINCE LAST ТІМЕ.. 

A couple of thines 
wrong last month 
gies to you all! First. | wa 
late with the Gally Goss р man 
uscript that a number « І 
comics had to be printed with 
out it! An ad was inserted in 
it's place I'm sure you were al] 
very worried! 

Second, when the Gally 
Gossip was finally finished it 
Was already so late that | 
couldn't take the time 10 check 
it over properly before it went 
out. Therefore. the Winning 
photos of last months ship con 
test was printed smaller than 
intended and looked muddy 
This photo will be reprinted 
next month so al] readers can 
See the one that took first prize 


MY REASONS ARE... 

Last month | Was on the road 
for nearly three апа a half 
Weeks, attending a Spectacular 
Convention in sunny southern 
California, and the incredible 
comic Convention over on the 
east coast. Along with my regu 
lar travelling Items, I took a 
large Portfolio of work and my 
briefcase. However | must 
admit that the sun and South 

ing in to 
ended 


ivities 
llow comic lovers 
made the Journey to the con. 
vention. [t Was wonderful . the 
nearest th ing Гуе had toa vaca- 
tion in about five years, 


WHAT'S BEING DONE... 
Well, I ng 
personalities + 


ve 


umns which will ippear« 

Page ever INCE In 1 

when I think vou buccaneers 
out there need 1 change 


pace- or when I'm ín 1 jam! 


ON WITH NEW BUSINESS. - 
iny of you out there not 
> Sixteen page guide to 
-ollectins which was in 

cluded in every Single copy of 

your favorite Ship story which 
will remain nameless? From 
the response we received, it's 
the most popular bonus feature 
ever offered in a comic book! 1f 
you somehow missed it, head 
for the comic Specialty shop 
nearest you Many of them or- 
dered a bunch of ёхїга copies, 
and they may still have a few 
left. If you don't know of any 
comic specialty shops near you, 
check the ads in this comic! 

Many shops and distributors 

advertise here Or, write to me 

I'll get back to you with a list of 

Shops іп your Beneral area 

Speaking of such Shops, Га 
like to thank the Treasure 

Island comic emporium for 

there help and cooperation, 

Without which we couldn't have 

Published the Collector's guide 

at all They Originated the 

guide, and did thousands of col- 
lectors across the Country a sor 
vice by allowing us to publish 
and widely distribute it 
Thanks, folks! 


I HAVE TO MENTION... 
„That in California, our own 
torial Director Was honored 





EYZGossip 


If you w ant t 
Why buy 
The Black "rej 
Vince you 
ther folks 
honors as well ¢ 
ГИ run a 


Page one day Soon 


€ ONGRATULATIONS i 
Are іп order for my former 
secretary Ed Гур IT 
md thanked him hers 
times before B 
tary has got [0 
Job in the place 
make it that 


ers, handling an enormous 
workload including tons of 
memos, letters, complicated 
Projects, all of them Urgent and 
mo Portant, supervising three or 
more office assistants, and put 
ting up with те. Ed took jt all 
in stride- so well, in fact. that he 
received an Impressive Promo. 
tion. He's now Administrative 
Manager of International Lis 
censing. Мои | feel like | 
Shout salute JUst writing that 
title Congratulations! 


TIL' NEXT TIME... 

Good luck with the booty 
hunting out there and don't 
forget about the treasure map 
contest Submissions will be 
accepted until the end of next 
month. 
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По you think you need а 
change іп your life? A better 
body? Increased confidence 
and magnetism? Advanced 
mental techniques? Well, yes, 
we can offer you all these 
things.. but in order to have 
and enjoy them, there's got to 
be a new YOU! 

The Veidt Method is de- 
signed to produce bright and 
capable young теп апа 
women who will be fit to in- 
Пеги the challenging, promis- 
Ing, and often difficult world 
that awalts ш our future. You 
and your friends will quickly 
notice the results as a whole 
new realm of ability and expe- 
rience 1s opened up to you. 
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Through meditation 
and intellectual exercise, 
we may come to use our 
minds in ways that we 
never thought possible. 


Explore the connection 
between body and mind, 
and learn how this helps 
us to conquer pain and 
illness without recourse 
to drugs and medicines. 


A carefully coordinated 
series of physical and in- 
tellectual exercise sys- 
tems will help turn YOU 
into a superhuman, fully 
in charge of your own 
destiny. 
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ADRIAN VEIDT, President and C.E.O. 
VEIDT ENTERPRISES INC. 

1616 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, N.Y. 

Send me a copy of your famous book 
-35 pages crammed full of dia- 
grams, lips, techniques, valuable 


advice, and answers to vital ques- 
tions - This book is mine to keep. 


Name Age 
Address 


cy —— State —_— 
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and Nite Owl has his Owlship. Designed and built Бу aeronauti- 

cal engineer and bird enthusiast Dan Dreiberg in the abandoned 
subway tunnel beneath his fomily brownstone, he refers to the machine 
affectionately as "Archie" (short for Archimedes, Merlin's owl in T. H. 
White's The Once and Future King). The flying submersible is such an 
integral part of the Watchmen story — both in helping Dan get his mojo 
back and transporting him and Rorschach to Karnak - it is almost a char- 
acter in its own right. 

“Тһе Owlship is one of the icons of the novel. Everybody recognizes 
it," says production designer Alex McDowell. Despite the ship арреаг- 
ing in many places in the book, designers were left with considerable 
leeway as to how to translate it to the screen. McDowell admits it was 
"great fun to design, because you start with this simple form... But you 
could go either way when you look at the graphic novel: a very slick 


В: has his Batmobile, Wonder Woman has her invisible jet, 


kind of sci-fi craft, or something that really you believe could fly.” As with 
Не sets, the costumes, and just about everything else in Watchmen, 
believability won out. “One of the references for us in building this was 
military vehicles,” continues McDowell. “Sort of a mixture of something 
that might go deep sea [diving], with a helicopter, with a Harrier jump 
jet — but also sort of Russian space race. Very functional, nothing very 
polished." Ultimately, it had to be a craft the audience could believe Dan 
built himself. 

Luckily, Dan would have help from lead sculptor and former cus- 
tom yacht builder Jack Gauvreau, who set about transforming artists' 
renderings and digitized blueprints into a full-sized, three-dimensional 
object. He used traditional boat-building techniques and materials — 
double-plank mahogany ribbing, plywood, and fiberglass - to con- 
struct Archie over a period of fifteen weeks; at any one time, twenty 
people - carpenters, metal fabricators, painters, electricians, elc. - 





could be swarming over the ship, adding their touches. 

"| guess the biggest challenge was to get this to do everything they 
wanted it to do. They want it to fly. They want it to be static on а gimbal. 
They want parts to wild off for camera access. So, the big challenge for 


me was to give them a full structural unit... And have it as light as possi- 
ble,” recalls Gauvreau. Extras included working lights and thrusters. 

It would also have to Бе an extremely versatile craft, as this single 
ship would be serving as not only a prop and a vehicle, but also as a 
set. One of the design concerns was that the ship's size was such that it 
made it difficult to “cheat” in order to make filming interior scenes eas- 
ier. "Very often you build, say, a larger [separate] interior than an 
exterior, but we decided we would find the right scale and build it as 
an interior /exterior piece,” McDowell explains. "It's proved to be one 
of the most fun sets in the movie for us.” 

Fun or not, the cramped set proved challenging to the camera crew, 


1 


but director of photography Larry Fong - a longtime veteran of Zack 
Snyder film shoots - took it all in stride and knew the end result would 
be worth it. "Everything we've done in the Owlship, we've really done 
in there, despite ће man-scent and heat in the room," he jokes. "We're 
doing dolly moves and stuff in there. It's crazy.” 

For shots of Archie soaring over New York City or crash landing in 
the Antarctic wastes, however, Snyder needed а CG version. A LiDAR 
system was used to laser scan the full-sized practical Owlship and trans- 
late these precise measurements into a 3-D model. 

Like the New York City sets, Archie needed to look used. "It's covered 
in scratches and scrapes,” says McDowell, describing a deliberate treat- 
ment to simulate a very functional and well:worn piece of crime fighting 
equipment. And it looks right at home roosting in the Owl Chamber, 


which, if you look very closely, sports a few bruises and missing bricks 
from Dan's early flight tests. 
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Owlship blueprints and 3-D compuler modeling 





Seen here from two 
angles, the CG Archie 


lakes shape. 





Above and right: Details of access 


hatch and gun ports 


Opposite: Close-up of control surfaces 
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Previous spread: 
Final costume 
designs for Пей to 
right} Dr. Manhattan 
фе Comedian 
Ozymandios, Nite 
Owl Il, Silk Spectre 
ll. Rorschach. and 
Moloch the Mystic 


Opposite: Fronts, 
Боск, and sides of 


some of the moin 
characters; art by 
Dave Gibbons, with 
color by John 
Higgins 


Next spread: 
Designs for (leh to 
right) Silhouette 
Mothman, and 
Dollar Bill. Next 
spread opposite: 
(Left to right) 
Silhouette, Hooded 
Justice, Captain 
Metropolis, Moth 
Man, and Dollar Bill 


spring to life 


5 
ward-winning costume designer Michael Wilkinson, who ha 


dressed such films as Garden State, Sky High, Babel, and 
300, certainly had the résumé to tackle the comic book vs 

reality dichotomy that Watchmen embodies. "We really tried to keep 
within the greens, the purples, the murky sort of secondary colors thal 
ore in the graphic novel," he explains, "but we also tried to pick 
beautiful, archetypical pieces that really summed up each decade 
and give a real sense of period authenticity to the movie.” These 
included costumes for NYPD flatfoots circa 1940, '60s flower chil- 
dren, and Кло Тор punks of the '80s. "It was important to represent 
the 20th Century as it was, if there really had been super heroes.” 

Some of the costumes in the film could be seen as deconstructions 
and satires of costumes seen in super-hero movies of the past twenty 
years; this paralleled the tactic taken in the original graphic novel of 
referencing costumes from the Silver and Golden Ages of comic 
books. In whatever decade they inhabited, however, Watchmen's 
super heroes needed to appear organic to the society that produced 
them. "We didn't want to feel like they were all rushed in from anoth- 
er universe. They were very much real to us," says Wilkinson. "We 
see the street clothes next to the super heroes - you can see that 
there's a link of humanity between." This influence of society was at 
least as important as characters’ personalities when designing their 
costumes 

The Comedian, for example, is one of the original Minutemen 
"We see him develop from a more naive version in the 19305, 
where he's getting his aller ego together. It's an old boiler suit that 
he's died green," explains Wilkinson. The Comedian's contempo- 
raries, like Mothman, Hooded Justice, Dollar Bill, and the original 
Nite Owl, all sport a similar circus-performer aesthetic, wearing 
homemade costumes of traditional silks, leather, and woolen jersey 
fabric. By ће ‘70s, however, the Comedian "becomes this armored 
tank of a character... Totally fortified with all of his weapons and his 
many strappings and layers of armor. He really hardens into this 
very nihilistic, world-weary, bitter character 

Rorschach is another character with a bleak outlook, but that doesn't 
stop him from trying to exact some justice from what is in his eyes an 





rthy world. Appropriately, he stopped 
ance long ago. Wilkinson points out 
о make a particular impression іп the w 


uncaring and unwo 
about his own appear 


|! Orld 
wears this outfit, no ще. 
just because vs what he wears. He keeps it in а dumpster. | ^ 


years and years of layers of crud and encrusted blood stains, Ang 
that’s the whole litany of his past, read through his jacket. Getting 
Rorschach’s mask right proved to be more challenging, He doesn 
really have any drapes or seams or anything like that He just has this 
fantastic egg-head shape," recalls Wilkinson. "So we're creas 
under the final layer of fabric, so it eras 


Coring 
He lust 


ng Q 
smoother piece !o go es ol 


of the sharp details." 
At Не other end of the super-hero spectrum, Dan Dreiberg would 


have had considerably more money and scientific know-how when 
he designed his version of the Nite Owl Il costume. "He has some 
resources to look into interesting materials that would be high tech in 
the late 605 and 705,” explains Wilkinson. There is a featherlike 
motif to his costume that might've been inspired by birds, but also it; 
а protective chainmail effect to his suit.” Although the design was 
grounded in the graphic novel, “Zack wanted him to be a little awe 
inspiring, a little fear-inspiring, when he walked down a dark alley 
says Wilkinson. "When he puts the suit on, he's very powerful 
Allowances were made for a corset, so Dan's midsection could be 
reined in during the height of his crime-fighting days of the 705, and 
let out for post-retirement 1985 

Sally Jupiter and her daughter, Laurie — Silk Spectres | and 
have a love-hate relationship with each other and are very different 
women. Sally's revealing costume allowed her to use her exhibitic: 
ism as a tool in fighting crime. "She loved the attention. She wa 
addicted to the idea of celebrity," says Wilkinson. Laurie's attitude 
towards vigilantism - and her costume — is much more ambiva 


silhouette as her mother's but we rendered it in late» 


liked the idea of that extreme, hyper-sexualized version of her char 
acter, which juxtaposes so beautifully with Laurie's regular day-to-da 
character, who is very stitched together... She wants to be taker 
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Villains from the Golden Age of costumed adventurers 


This spread: (Left to right) an unnamed villainess, Moloch the Mystic, Spaceman 


Next spread: Captain Axis meets Nite Owl | 
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Above and below: Orginal imkbiOs designed for the film, used to convey Rorschach's emotional states. 
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Next spread: O 


Manhatan (Billy Crudup) 
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This spread: Costumes for the many moods 
of Laurie Juspeczyk. 


Opposite: Malin Akerman strikes a fighting 
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This spread: Called by some the smartest тап in Ihe 
world, Adrian Veidt will settle for the smartest dressed, 


whatever Ihe occasion 


Opposite: Ozymandias (Matthew Goode) suited up to 


save the world. 
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"WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
AMER/CAN DREAM? 
YOU'RE LOOKING AT IT-- 
IT CAME TRUE” 


-COMEDIAN 


| WISH 
ALL THE SCUM 

OF THE WORLD 

HAD ONE THROAT-- 

AND | HAD MY HAND АВОЧТ |Т 


“RORSCHACH 
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This spread and next spread left: Unused mock-ups for deconstructed superhero posters, featuring blank backgrounds, blunt quotes from each character, and lots of a 
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ИМ USED TO GOING OUT AT 
THREE /N THE MORNING 
AND DOING SOMETHING 
STUPID. 


-SILK SPECTRE 














"WHO NEEDS 
ALL THIS 
HARDWARE -- 
TO CATCH 
HOOKERS AND 
PURSE 
SNATCHERS" 


-NITE OWL 


| AM THÉ SMARTEST 
MAN IN THE WORLD, 
| JUST WISH IT 
WASN'T THIS ONE, 


-OZYMANDIAS 
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“И rains on the just and the unjust alike... 
Except in California.” 
SALLY JOPITER, PALM SPRINGS (1985) 


FROM THE VISIONARY DIRECTOR OF 300° 
paseo ом THE ACCLAIMED GRAPHIC NOVEL 
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This and next two spreads: Character-centered posters inspired by DC 


Comics house ads for the original Watchmen series, 
Below: Dave Gibbons’ early sketch for the Nite Owl house ad. 











“Ys all crap. Who needs all this hardware 
10 catch hookers and purse-snatchers? 
DAN DREIBERG/NITE OWL (1986) 


“Ws all crap. Who needs all this hardware 
to catch hookers and purse-snatchers?" 
b 


DAN DREIBERG /NITE OWL (Y 





FROM THE VISIONARY DIRECTOR OF ‘300’ 
03.06.09 paseo ом THE ACCLAIMED GRAPHIC NOVEL 
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“We ore all of us living in the shadow of Manhattan. 
Prol. Wally Weorti DR. MANHATTAN, SUPERPOWERS AND THE SUPERPOWERS 
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FROM THE VISIONARY DIRECTOR OF ‘300’ 
BASED ON THE ACCLAIMED GRAPHIC NOVEL 
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А 12 ISSUE DELUXE SERIES 
BY ALAN MOORE AND DAVE GIBBONS 





Ч don't mind being the smartest man in the world 
| just wish it wasn't this one” 


олымық يدا‎ a МНА ТОСТ” 


А 12 ISSUE DELUXE SERIES 
BY ALAN MOORE AND DAVE GIBBONS 
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WWW.WATICHMENMOVIE.COM 


"| don't mind being Ihe smartest! man in the world 
| just wish И wasn't this one. 
OZYMANDIAS ioter view № HOVA/EXPRESS Aug. 1977 
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" Whatever happened to the American dream? 
It came true. You're lookin’ at it.” 
THE COMEDIAN (1977) 


"Whatever happened to the American dream? 


It came true. You're lookin' at it." 
THE COMEDIAN [1977 


BY ALAN MOORE AND DAVE GIBBONS 
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"She blames me for her career, but wh 
would she have been? A a 


SALLY JUPITER То, مت‎ въ 
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WWW. WATCHMENMOVIE.COM 


“She blames me for her career, but what alse 


would she have been? A housewife?” 
SALLY JUPITER discussing her dooghter Lourie, PROBE interview, 1976 


FROM THE VISIONARY DIRECTOR OF 300” 
BASED ON THE ACCLAIMED GRAPHIC NOVEL 
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“You know what I wish? I wish all the scum of Ihe Earth 


had one throat ond | had my hands about |," 
RORSCHACH (1975) 


FROM THE VISIONARY DIRECTOR OF 300 
sasen on THE ACCLAIMED GRAPHIC NOVEL 


“You know what | wish? | wish all the scum of the Earth 
had one throat and | had my hands about it.” 
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Above: Teaser posters from fall, 2008. 
Next two spreads: The first character posters 
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